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BasketBall’s

Back
Romney FaceliFt►
Find out what’s in store for Oswego’s favorite old 
athletic complex and hockey arena.

a neW HoPe►
Oswego State’s Coaches vs. Cancer initiative helps
give back to the community off the field.

1,000 Points►
Chad Burridge and Kayla Ryan each hit the landmark 
this year. But the competition doesn’t stop there.

Men’s basketball 
posts the most 
successful season 
in program history 
en route to their 
first NCAA tourney 
berth.

[and it’s here to stay]
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a tale of two classes
freshmen

seniors

As we say goodbye to the graduating class of 2011, The Playmaker also 
looks at how our freshmen stacked up in their first year of competition.

colleen Mccready | women’s Basketball

chris laganiere | Men’s Ice Hockey

Nikki liadka | women’s soccer
13 goals, 3 assists, 29 points

Megan Howe | women’s Ice Hockey 
7 goals, 12 assists, 19 points

153 points, 126 rebounds, 15 assists

10 goals, 10 assists, 20 points

Photos by Jessica Bagdovitz

Liadka scored one-third of her teams 
goals while accounting for 28 percent of 
the team’s points on the season.

Howe led the team in assists, finished 
second in points and was tied for third 
in goals.

McCready led the team in free throw percent-
age (82%) and rebounds per game (6.6)

Laganiere was named the Oswego 
State Outstanding Senior Male Athlete 
of the Year. He finished his career with 
34 goals and 67 assists. 
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New LOOk fOr 

AgiNg rOMNeY

opeNed | 1963

previously hoMe to | Men’s ice hockey

lAst GAMe | Saturday, Feb. 4, 2006 vs. Potsdam (W, 9-3)

by Troy Ruby

rOMNeY fieLd HOuSe is in a woeful state of affairs. Those who have ventured to the side of campus isolated by route 104 (go ahead, take the red route 

Centro, you’ll find romney eventually) will recognize its ch
ipped and fading paint job, its cr

acked, dust-caked windows; it h
as the look of a building that’s been 

abandoned. The inside is practically in shambles, torn and tattered netting hastily thrown about to create a barrier between baseball, softball and occasionally track 

and field teams, who still u
se it as a practice and scrim

mage facility. 
The surfacing is a cobbled mess of asphalt, Astroturf and concrete. Oswego State Athletic 

director Tim Hale describes the building best as “a shell of its fo
rmer self.”

The home for Lakers’ ice hockey for over 

40 years until its 
farewell weekend in Febru-

ary 2006, the field house was actually con-

structed in 1959. Oswego State Hall of Famer 

Gardner “Tully” Wells had the remnants of 

a drill hall at Sampson Naval Base shipped 

lakeside following World War II. T
he arena 

actually predates both Oswego State’s men’s 

ice hockey program which materialized 

during the 1966 season, and all others for 

that matter--Romney Field House actually 

stands as the first ice rink constructed in the 

history of the SUNY system, built in 1963. 

Named for long-standing physical education 

chair Golden Romney, the facility also hosted 

Oswego State’s commencement ceremonies 

from 1964 until the opening of the Campus 

Center in 2006.

“It was never a great facility, but it w
as 

always a great atmosphere.” said Ed Gosek, 

who joined the men’s hockey coaching staff 

in 1990 before taking the reins as head coach 

in 2003. Gosek recalled how fans used to pile 

into the standing-room only arena at rates 

of five, sometimes six deep to watch their 

beloved Lakers play. “It was always cold, 

damp, hardly any heat in the building,” the 

head coach continues, “but it never stopped 

our most loyal fans from coming out to cheer 

us on.”
Gosek’s memories of Romney’s farewell 

season were somewhat soured by the fact 

that their final two games were postseason 

losses to Plattsburgh, but that doesn’t detract 

from the fact that Romney itself received a 

proper send-off with back-to-back wins dur-

ing its closing weekend, one against the same 

Plattsburgh team on Saturday and one over 

What’s in store for Oswego’s old athletic complex
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by Troy Ruby

rOMNeY fieLd HOuSe is in a woeful state of affairs. Those who have ventured to the side of campus isolated by route 104 (go ahead, take the red route 

Centro, you’ll find romney eventually) will recognize its ch
ipped and fading paint job, its cr

acked, dust-caked windows; it h
as the look of a building that’s been 

abandoned. The inside is practically in shambles, torn and tattered netting hastily thrown about to create a barrier between baseball, softball and occasionally track 

and field teams, who still u
se it as a practice and scrim

mage facility. 
The surfacing is a cobbled mess of asphalt, Astroturf and concrete. Oswego State Athletic 

director Tim Hale describes the building best as “a shell of its fo
rmer self.”

Photo by Chris Ballard
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Romney Rundown

ARtist RendeRing of RenovAted building’s outside

Four lane, 200-meter track for 
Track and Field teams.

Tennis courts are expected to be 
added inside the facility.

A more efficient netting system 
to utilize maximum capacity for 
various sports at once and lighting 
systems idealized to the lacrosse 
teams to optimize field vision. 

Forced heating and air system at 
the north end of the complex.



playmaker

th
e 7

Potsdam that Sunday. The Lakers were also in contention for a top 
10 spot among Division III hockey teams that season. But it’s another 
aspect of his time in Romney Field House that stands out for Gosek.

“Alumni Weekend was always special for me,” he said. “To see 
former students, young and old, some who played so long ago that 
I had never met them; to see them come back and demonstrate how 
much this institution and this athletic program meant to them was, 
and is, a moment I’m always proud of.” 

From a coaching aspect, Gosek says he most values the 2002-2003 
season. “We were struggling for a while and that season was a turn-
ing point that didn’t exactly put us where we stand now, but got us 
back into the thick of things.” 

The head coach was also up front in his initial concern for the 
move to the Campus Center. “At first, it seemed like a question-
able call; we would still draw the fans that were willing to brave the 
elements at Romney, but could we now fill a facility the size of the 
Campus Center? As it happens, with the construction of a better facil-
ity, we were able to also draw in the more casual white-collar fans, so 
to speak.”

In spite of all the glory attained within the old drill hall’s walls, 
Romney’s condition has slowly but surely deteriorated in the five 
years since ice hockey’s transfer to the Campus Center. “At press 
time, it’s essentially in limbo; a stopgap,” said Hale. However, it ap-
pears help may soon be on the way to lift Romney’s makeshift status. 

SUNY Oswego’s athletic department has collaborated with 
Clough Harbour and Associates, an engineering firm whose most 
recent works in the SUNY system includes state-of-the-art athletic 
facilities for Oneonta, Fredonia and Geneseo, to provide Romney 
Field House with a long overdue renovation. 

So what lies ahead?
“We’re starting with a four-lane, 200-meter track with an Astroturf 

infield,” Hale explains, “We’re also putting in a better netting system 
so we can have as many sports going on at the same time as possible, 

with the ideal goal being to move all track and field-based sports into 
the building.” Hale also expressed intent to place tennis courts into 
the refurbished facility. 

“The lighting we’re putting in is going to be geared specifically 
to the lacrosse teams,” Hale rationalized, “They have the smallest 
projectile that will be moving around the facility and we want them 
to be able to see it coming.” Also on the docket are renovated locker 
rooms, including a new entrance for the men’s lacrosse team. 

The new configuration will see the men’s lacrosse and track and 
field teams, and conversely, the women’s lacrosse, track and field 
and field hockey teams, share common restroom facilities on oppo-
site sides of the building. Additionally, general-use locker rooms will 
be established for other Oswego State athletes when the facility is not 
in use by the aforementioned programs. 

Most amusingly, Hale also emphasized the need for fencing 
around the facility to prevent patrons from parking on the grass. 
The athletic director also spoke of plans for a forced air and heating 
system on the north end of the building. Yes, Romney Field House 
will finally be heated during Oswego winters.

Project coordinators have released preliminary blueprints for 
what exactly is planned for the Field House, but students aware of 
the construction going on in the region of Snygg Hall to establish a 
new science complex can be sure that Tim Hale’s long-term vision for 
athletic facilities and proposed remodeling doesn’t stop at Romney 
Field House. What else does the athletic director hope to accomplish 
in the next decade?

“It’s still a good 10, 15 years down the road, but the idea has 
been tossed around to set up an athletic field at the end of Swetman 
Gym,” Hale suggested. “It’s a good idea, but it definitely needs more 
discussion. Early proposals had the field running east-to-west, and 
that’s no good; we’d constantly have one side or the other playing 
with the sun in their face.” The department head explained that a 
field set up at Swetman Gym must run north-to-south. 

Hale says that plans have also been discussed for a centralized 
recreation center (presumably between the 
Campus Center and the lakeside dormitories) 
that would house “an up-to-date competition 
pool, an eight lane track and a modern fitness 
center.” What of renovations to Laker Hall on 
Romney’s “island” side of campus? “The lap 
pools in Laker need significant repair,” says 
Hale. “I hope to get to that, if not this summer, 
then definitely by next summer.”

As for the more ambitious projects that are 
still in the very distant future, Hale has his 
eyes on Ontario. “We definitely need to take 
advantage of our lakeside location,” he says. 
“The ultimate goal would be to set up a work-
out facility (perhaps the previously mentioned 
fitness center) that overlooks the lake and gives 
patrons an excellent view of the lake.”

While Hale’s future plans have gym rats 
looking out onto the literal horizon, it seems 
that he sees bigger and better things on the 
metaphorical horizon for SUNY Oswego, and 
the first stop appears to be the much-needed 
restoration of the facility that stands as a bench-
mark for the SUNY athletics program.
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ey Men’s hockey? Whatever. While 

most people are busy oogling over the 
Laker skaters with XY chromosomes 
the Oswego State women are making 
some noise in the ultra-competitive 
ECAC West. And it’s about time you 
took notice.

by Brian Croce



playmaker

th
e 9

After a thrilling double-overtime defeat at the hands of Neumann 
University on Feb. 26 there was not much excitement in the visiting 
team’s locker room. But the players on the Oswego State women’s 
ice hockey team knew they had accomplished something big. Actually, 
there is a list of accomplishments for the 2010-11 Lakers, but in the 
program’s five-year history, there have been plenty of uphill battles to 
climb.

Perhaps the biggest of those battles was kick-starting a program from 
scratch. Women’s hockey did not exist at Oswego State for more than two 
decades before the puck dropped on the 2006-07 season, but it took plenty 
of work to get to that point.

At the time Oswego State was putting together a women’s hockey 
program, Diane Dillon was working as an assistant coach at Cornell Uni-
versity. Dillon was invited to Oswego to interview for the vacant coaching 
position, and to get a feel for the campus.

“They brought in several people to interview and from what I’ve been 
told I was the only one who said, ‘Yeah, I could put together a team in a 
very short period of time,’” Dillon said. 

Dillon was offered the position, and accepted the new challenge. Now 
all that was left to do was recruit an entire team for a program with no 
reputation in the hockey community in two and a half months. Dillon said 
when she started her initial recruiting process, all of the women who were 
serious about playing collegiate hockey had already committed to other 
schools. She had to field her first team with players who other programs 
had passed on.

Dr. Lorrie Clemo has been on the Oswego State campus for more than 
20 years. She is currently the Interim Provost/Vice President of Academic 
Affairs. Dr. Clemo was one of the people who offered Dillon the position 
and said discussions about bringing women’s hockey to Oswego State 
started three years prior to when the team actually took the ice in 2006. 

Dr. Clemo said the renovations to the Campus Center and the con-
struction of the ice arena played a major role in the creation of the wom-
en’s hockey program. With a new state-of-the-art arena in the works, how 
could Oswego State risk the men’s hockey team getting lonely in their 
new home?

“We had to see whether or not the students wanted their intercollegiate 
athletic fees spent in that direction,” Dr. Clemo said. “We talked with stu-
dent focus groups, the other coaches (at Oswego State) and the SUNYAC 
conference. We wanted to know what the benefits and the challenges 
would be of starting a team.”

Dillon recruited a team made up of 12 freshmen on an 18-woman 
roster. The team’s first practices were held in the James P. Cullinan Ice 
Rink in Oswego since the new arena on campus was still under construc-
tion. Dillon said the team’s first few practices were very interesting. There 

Photo by Brian Croce

weren’t enough skaters on the roster because three of the team’s 18 players 
were goaltenders. Even though the inaugural Laker team wasn’t the best, 
they knew they were a part of something special.

“We knew that we weren’t as talented as some of the other teams,” 
Dillon said. “But that group of young ladies knew they were the ones who 
were going to be establishing what Laker hockey was going to be about.”

Dillon described her team as the Bad News Bears. However, the Lakers 
won the program’s first game on Oct. 21, 2006 against Chatham Univer-
sity, 3-1. Dillon said she scheduled the team’s first game against one of the 
weaker teams so her team could enjoy the experience.

Although at times it wasn’t the prettiest, the Lakers finished the 2006-
07 season 7-12-3, and 2-9-3 in the ECAC West. The first season was in the 
books and the Lakers had plenty of room to grow.

The next season the Lakers finished 8-16-1 overall, and 3-13-0 in the 
conference. With hindsight four years later, the biggest victory that season 
happened when goaltender Emi Williams was recruited from Anchorage, 
Alaska. Williams saw some action during her freshman year, but became 
the staple of the women’s hockey program over the next three years. 

Williams helped lead the Lakers to their first playoff appearance in the 
2008-09 season. The Lakers went 5-12-0 in the conference, and got a chance 
to play Plattsburgh in the ECAC West Quarterfinal. Plattsburgh was the 
No. 1 team in the nation at the time, and handled Oswego State, 6-1.  Even 
though the Lakers lost the game, the playoff experience was great for the 
program.

“It was wonderful because the community really rallied around us, not 
only the school, but the town too,” Dillon said. “It was nice to have that 
recognition so early in the program’s history.”

Oswego State again finished with a 5-12-0 record in the 2009-10 season, 
but did not make the playoffs.  The Lakers came into this past season with 
some new players and a positive outlook on the year.

The Lakers responded by putting together their best season to date, 
going 13-10-3 overall, and 8-7-3 in the conference. The season was filled 
with program firsts, including defeating the No. 1 team in the nation, the 
Rochester Institute of Technology, on its home ice.

At the time, RIT was undefeated and would later make it to the Na-
tional Championship Game. But on Feb. 12, the Lakers proved they could 
hang with any team. Oswego State won 2-1 on RIT’s Senior Day, and 
ended its hopes of a perfect season.

“That was our playoff victory,” Dillon said. “For the program it was 
monumental. Word got out that Oswego is for real. We’re not contending 
for that top spot yet, but we’re in the hunt.”

The Lakers had nine freshmen and two junior transfer students on 
their roster this season. Dillon said she was worried about the team’s 
chemistry at first, but credits captain Kathryn Sbrocchi with helping the 
team get along so well.The Lakers clinched their second playoff appear-
ance, and were set to face Neumann College.

Junior Kelly Collins tied the game for the Lakers at 1-1 in the second 
period. Williams made 35 saves in the game, but on the final shot of the 
season that came her way, Mariah Fairgrieve lit the lamp for Neumann, 
ending the Lakers season.

Despite losing the heartbreaker of a game, Dillon couldn’t be happier 
with the effort her team put forth.

“It was nice to see the progression in five years to where we are now,” 
Dillon said. “Now the bare minimum is making the playoffs, the expecta-
tions are now to win and to advance.”

Dillon and the Lakers are anxious to get back on the ice next season, as 
the program looks to continue to grow into one of the nation’s soon-to-be 
powerhouses.

“I am excited for next year in that we have the nucleus of the team 
returning,” Dillon said. “We’re stronger and smarter than we’ve ever been. 
We have some very good talent coming in to replace the senior class that 
will be sorely missed. I am really excited.”
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Chad Burridge and Kayla Ryan both hit the milestone in the same 
season. But are they competitive with each other about it? You bet.

by Tom Loughrey

A basketball player is motivated to beat their opponent. The force, drive and passion they 
put into each play is a result of the incessant need to be as good as their body will al-
low. A true athlete brings their best when their best is needed. 

But what happens when there is internal competition? What if you are competing 
with someone else in your organization to reach an individual goal, while also trying to collect 
wins? Any collegiate basketball player would love to reach 1,000 points, but very few have an in-
school rival to race against. 

Chad Burridge and Kayla Ryan were driven by outside factors, and specifically within, when 
they arrived on the Oswego State campus in the fall of 2008.

Burridge got started in the sport in fifth grade, knowingly and noticeably following in the 
footsteps of his older brother Mat.

“Growing up, I wrestled and played football and baseball,” Burridge said. “Then my brother 
quit wrestling so I quit too, and we both started playing basketball.”

Mat attended Oswego State from 2003-07, leaving his mark on the program. He left with 1,251 
points and still holds the record for most games played with 117. Chad made trips to Oswego 
State to play in scrimmages with his brother and the team from his hometown of Hannibal.

As a member of the Hannibal Warriors, Burridge won back-to-back sectional championships. 
“I chose to come here because it’s right down the road,” Burridge said. “All of my family can 

come watch me. My brother came here and no higher schools looked at me.”
After one year without a Burridge on the squad, Chad started his career off on the right foot. 

He recorded 24 points and seven rebounds in his first game as a Laker in a 48-point triumph 
over SUNY Canton. He was third in the team in scoring with 14 points per game, and second in 
rebounds with 9.9 per contest. Burridge captured Rookie of the Year recognition in the SUNY 
Athletic Conference for the 2008-09 season.

Ryan didn’t have the ties to Oswego State that Burridge did. She was more interested in 
paving her own path than following in someone’s tracks. She grew up in Schaghticoke, N.Y. and 
attended Hoosic Valley High School, which is over three hours from Oswego State.

She also started playing basketball in fifth grade, but it was her parents that got her onto the 
court. In high school, she had a decision to make.

“I did dance and gymnastics when I was three up until fifth grade then I started playing soc-
cer, softball and basketball,” Ryan said. “By my sophomore year, I realized I needed to start to 
pick one. That’s when I got serious with AAU.”

AAU is short for Amateur Athletic Union, and is where the best players of the area join up to 
play against players from other regions. It is a year-round program that allows kids that are seri-
ous about their sport to truly focus, something that the high schools can’t offer.

Welcome to the 
1,000-point club
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Chad Burridge Men’s Basketball

Pts. Reb. Ast. Blk. S

plAyer CArd

Yr.

2008-09

2009-10

2010-11

447

377

537

267

202

192

29

39

22

85

54

50

17

29

27
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Photos by Chris Ballard

However, Ryan’s most memorable moment 
from high school basketball came as a member of 
the Hoosic Valley Indians. After making it to states 
as a junior, Ryan’s team advanced even further in 
2007-08.

“My most memorable moment was going to 
states,” Ryan said. “Senior year, we made it to the 
finals. Honestly, I don’t think I’ve ever wanted 
something more in my life. That’s how much bas-
ketball meant to me.”

Although the Indians lost that game by six 
points, Ryan still identifies it as her proudest mo-
ment in high school. When the college hunt began, 
Ryan only truly looked at schools that recruited 
her to come out for the team. The Lakers finished 
at the top of her list, and Ryan made the long drive 
up to Oswego, N.Y.

Ryan, like Burridge, had 14 points per out-
ing as a freshman. However, Ryan led her team in 
scoring, as she immediately became the focal point 
of the offense. With that, Ryan was also named 
SUNYAC Rookie of the Year.

“I definitely didn’t think I’d be able to transi-
tion as well as I did,” Ryan said. “Starting as a 
freshman was very rare.”

After one year, Burridge led Ryan 377-364.
Burridge started to pull away in his sopho-

more season, averaging over 17 points a game 
after the team’s two top seniors graduated. He was 
also under the tutelage of a new head coach, Adam 
Stockwell.

“I think Chad’s best scoring asset is that he’s 
flexible,” Stockwell said. “He’s someone that does 
a great job running the court. He gets a couple 
baskets a game by just being athletic, long and 
running hard. He gets some offensive rebounds 
and he scores. He’s very skilled for his size. He 
ends up being a mismatch. He’s just hard to guard. 
There’s not one person that really matches him up 
well.”

Stockwell began to use Burridge as more of a 
guard to maximize his ability. He allowed Bur-
ridge to get the ball around the three-point line 
and create from there, rather than forcing him to 
score all of his points from in the paint.

Also, Burridge hit the weight room know-
ing that he needed to add some bulk. During his 
sophomore campaign, Burridge was fought with 
the conference’s biggest presences without de-
stroying his body.

Ryan fell to only 12.5 points per game in her 
sophomore year, drawing a lot of attention from 
opposing game plans. However, Ryan went 10-28 
from downtown in her second season, which was 
much improved from her freshman season, and 
still led the Lakers in scoring.

“I remember the guy’s basketball coach of my 
high school team telling me I could be a much 
better player if I improved my outside game and 
perimeter shooting,” Ryan said.
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Kayla Ryan Women’s Basketball

Photos by Chris Ballard
Photo by Jessica Bagdovitz

Pts. Reb. Ast. Blk. SYr.

2008-09

2009-10

2010-11

325

364

321

183

168

154

32

37

26

9

19

23

48

60

41

plAyer CArd



playmaker

th
e 14

Ryan has been coached by Tracy Bruno, who has been at 
the helm of the women’s basketball program for four years. 
Bruno understands the value of her forward, regardless of any 
statistical implications.

“She’s versatile,” Bruno said. “She can score in so many 
different ways. She’s a relentless worker. She may miss a shot 
or someone may miss a shot and she’s going to get the of-
fensive rebound and get a put-back. She can shoot from the 
three pretty consistently. Without question, the kid’s talented. 
There’s no doubt about that.”

After year two, Burridge had widened his lead to 824-689. 
As the men’s team continued to improve, the women’s team 
seemingly hit a wall. A talented women’s club got off to a siz-
zling 5-0 start in Ryan’s junior year. They found a balance on 
offense, so Ryan’s numbers weren’t jumping off the page.

Nothing mattered, however, because the team was win-
ning. The Lakers then limped to a 6-15 finish, never quite 
living up to their potential. Ryan boosted her scoring average 
back up to 13.4 points a night, but struggled from distance. 
Ryan hit only 10-of-50 attempts from beyond the arc, a setback 
from the season before.

The men’s team reached new heights in 2010-11. A 16-
game winning streak pushed the Lakers to their first-ever 
NCAA Tournament bid in the 88-year program history. Bur-
ridge was largely responsible, having his best season of his 
collegiate career. He averaged a career-high 18.5 points per 
game, while shooting a shade under 50 percent during the 
course of the season.

“The thing that we have to do is get him more aggressive,” 
Stockwell said. “Sometimes he’s content to float and stay out 
of the play instead of stepping up and establishing himself 
as a real presence at times. He has some stretches where he’ll 
score nine out of 12 or 10 out of 14 points for us. There’s other 
stretches where he won’t touch the ball for four or five min-
utes. He needs to be more demonstrative.”

On Jan. 8, Burridge became the first of the two to reach 
the 1,000 point mark. Unfortunately, Burridge was away from 
home when he achieved the milestone.

“I reached it in Cortland,” Burridge said. “I needed 19 
points in the game and I had 15 at halftime. My parents knew 
in the stands and they got a picture of it. It was just another 
two points in the game, a jump shot. Everyone just cheered 
like they would on a normal basket.”

Interestingly enough, both Stockwell and Bruno were 
1,000-point scorers at their schools. Stockwell reached the 
benchmark at Le Moyne College, a Division II program. Stock-
well was more surprised by his own accomplishment than he 
was by Burridge’s.

“A little bigger for me because I never thought I could do 
it at that level,” Stockwell said. “I think Chad has always felt 
that he could do that here. His goal has always been to try to 
beat his brother and be better than his brother. You have to get 
more than 1,000 to do that.”

Ryan wasn’t too far behind, making the step into four-
digit scoring on Feb. 15. 

“Mine was actually really cool,” Ryan said. “I was only 
three points away. A bunch of people I know made posters. 
My entire family took a bus up here. It was definitely a good 
feeling even though I played terrible that game.”

Bruno achieved the honor at Saginaw Valley State Univer-
sity. She was very familiar with the mark, and knew what it 
meant for the player that reached it.

“As a basketball player, 1,000 points is the pinnacle of 
describing your personal career in a game that is very team-ori-
ented,” Bruno said. “Kayla getting to 1,000 points in her junior 
year is a testament to her value to us. She’s so humble. She’s not 

This pair of junior forwards have taken Oswego State basketball by storm. Both Kayla Ryan (left) and Chad Burridge (right) led their team in scoring 
for at least two years. Each player has another season full of expectations left to fill, as they will captain their respective units in 2011-12.

Kayla’s signature move

Crossover to the 
left and drive to 
the hoop.
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somebody that relishes in personal records.”
Burridge received all kinds of honors after his sparkling 

junior season. He was named the 2011 SUNYAC Player of the 
Year, NABC Division III East District Player of the Year, and 

ECAC Division III Upstate Player of the Year. He was also se-
lected to the D3Hoops.com All-East Region First Team and the 
DIII News Men’s Basketball All-America Fifth Team.

Stockwell said that Burridge has a chance to finish as one 
of the most decorated players in Laker athletics. Burridge also 
passed his brother Mat during his junior year in career scor-
ing.

“He has a chance for second in scoring, second in re-
bounds and first in blocks,” Stockwell said. “Those would be 
pretty big. He has to shoot the ball from the three-point line. 
He might have a chance to be National Player of the Year de-
pending on how we do as a team.”

Ryan finished the season with Second Team All-SUNYAC 
honors. The team’s sub-par record kept her from receiving any 
more recognition for her accomplishments.

“I only got Second Team All-SUNYAC this year, so I’m 
definitely aiming for first team,” Ryan said. “I haven’t been 
playing over the summer since I’ve been in college so I’m go-
ing to play this summer and see how that goes.”

Ryan is a very determined player, and she won’t allow her 
career to end without her making a strong statement.

“I’m an extremely competitive person so you could say 
that I want it more than other teams,” Ryan said.

Bruno knows how much Ryan wants to complete her ca-
reer with her best season yet.

“She’s been our best player for three years,” Bruno said. 
“People are going to know going into her senior year that our 
offense runs through her. She has to be able to find a balance. 
If she draws three players, someone’s open. We’re going to 
need her to score. I would like to see the rest of our team come 
along to the point where she doesn’t feel like she has to do it 
all.”

After three years, Burridge has pulled away from Ryan, 
scoring 1,361 points to Ryan’s 1,010. 

However, the race is much closer in terms of percentage 
of team’s points scored. Ryan actually leads Burridge, scoring 
22.6 percent of her team’s points as a Laker, while Burridge is 
close behind with 22.4 percent.

Sometimes it’s hard to remember that both players still 
have a year left in their respective careers. Anyone that’s fol-
lowed the teams could probably name each players signature 
move.

“His go-to move is the jump hook over his left shoulder 
with his right hand,” Stockwell said of Burridge. “He’s so 
long and he jumps well and he extends really high to shoot it. 
There’s only been one person in two years that’s been able to 
defend him really well in that.”

As a forward, Ryan’s bread and butter move may surprise 
some that have never seen her play. Ryan explained her best 
move as a crossover to the left, leading to a hard drive to the 
hoop. Burridge nodded as Ryan described her move, showing 
his knowledge of the fellow forward’s skill set.

The two shared laughs as they played some one-on-one, 
where Ryan quickly built a lead against Burridge. The rivalry 
is definitely a friendly one, with each player cheering for the 
other each night.

Bruno summed it up the best with her analysis of the 
battle between friends.

“It’s been fun to watch her and Chad having their internal 
rivalry,” Bruno said. “With them both coming in and winning 
Rookie of the Year, she’s got a little fire burning in her belly 
about what she wants to accomplish.”

Photo by Chris Ballard

This pair of junior forwards have taken Oswego State basketball by storm. Both Kayla Ryan (left) and Chad Burridge (right) led their team in scoring 
for at least two years. Each player has another season full of expectations left to fill, as they will captain their respective units in 2011-12.

Chad’s signature move

Baby hook with the 
right hand over the 
left shoulder.
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Rising above
the competition

by Nate Hart

It’s one thIng  to have talent on the court, 
but building relationships and understanding and 
cherishing your individual role on a team can make 
a team stronger than anyone could ever imagine. 
This was the case for the 2010-11 Oswego State 
men’s basketball team. Coming off a 13-13 season 
under new head coach Adam Stockwell, the Lakers 
finished 24-5, making their first NCAA tourna-
ment appearance and earning their first win in the 
program’s 88-year history. expectations were not 
high for many Laker hoops followers, but the team’s 
unity developed throughout the season and ulti-
mately led to their success.

“Strategically, in terms of personalities and relationships 
they were on the same page throughout the entire year,” 
Stockwell said. “I felt like guys put aside their egos at times 
to care more about how the team did then what their own 
individual situations were. That’s a challenge year to year, 
but I thought that was the thing that really stuck out on the 
court—just great chemistry and unselfishness.”

The Lakers finished the season 17-1 in SUNYAC play with 
seven players averaging more than four points per contest, 
speaking to their great balance. Under previous head coach 
Kevin Broderick the Lakers ran a run-and-gun, up-tempo 
style of play. Stockwell turned to a more half court, defensive-
oriented system. It took the players time to adjust to a new 
system but in his second season at the helm Stockwell’s sys-
tem began to pay dividends. 

“The first year you never know how it’s going to be hav-
ing a new coach coming in and having a new philosophy,” 
said junior captain Chad Burridge. “At some points we didn’t 
know what he expected out of us and we didn’t know what 
to expect out of him, and I feel like that may have hurt us in 
some games we didn’t know how we wanted to run things. 
We were used to how we were running things before. I felt 
like this year we were all on the same page and we all knew 
what each other’s roles were.” 

Trust is built over time and knowing where to be in cer-
tain circumstances is crucial come late-game situations. The 

Lakers played in 11 games decided by six points or fewer, 
going 9-2 in those contests.

“When it comes down to close games and you have ev-
eryone on the same page, I feel like everyone knew what to 
do and that helped us out a lot,” Burridge said.

“I think the defense put us in position to win those 
games,” Stockwell said. “I think we had some games this year 
where we finished off games on the offensive end, which we 
didn’t the year before.”

Oswego State allowed three points per game fewer in 
Stockwell’s second season, while averaging one more assist 
and three fewer turnovers per contest.

“I thought our offense this year was much better than 
it was the year before, and that was the reason we won,” 
Stockwell said. “Much more offensive production, much more 
efficient offensively, guys understood their roles, our turn-
overs went down dramatically, assists went up, and shooting 
percentage went up. I think that’s what took us from being 
.500 to winning 80 percent of our games.”

The Lakers only added 
four new players to their ros-
ter this season, none of which 
played significant minutes. 
With their strong core of 
players who saw minutes as 
returners it allowed them to 
pick up from where they left 
off the year before. 

“We knew each other 
more,” Burridge said. “We 
all bought into the whole 

feeling of team. We knew that we were there for each other. 
We knew that if you’re having an off night there’s someone 
else there that’s going to pick you up. When you get that 
feeling you just feel more confident. You see some teams that 
if things are going wrong during a game, they start arguing 
with each other. With us, if something was going bad we 
would still stick together.”

“I felt for quite awhile that chemistry was the number 
one thing that we had better than other teams,” Stockwell 
said. “Guys really felt good about their roles and bought into 
them. Very rarely did we have any issues with guys not buy-
ing into their roles.”

When asked to give this year’s team an identity Burridge 
said focus was most important. The team graduates only two 
seniors as it returns a strong core of players. Stockwell says 
he has three incoming recruits that will add something a 
little different to his squad.

“It’s going to be a quick, strong, athletic guard, a defen-
sive-minded wing player and another big post player that 
can really score inside and that has played at a high level,” 
he said. “That’s where adding new guys that can compete 
possibly for minutes certainly puts a little strain on that 
chemistry.”

It remains to be seen what next year’s team chemistry 
will yield, but this year’s unit formed a bond that led them 
to the most successful season in program history.
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Shaving 
heads 
for a 

CURE
by Justin Neuman

The Oswego State athletic community has fought cancer in a big way 
through its new Coaches vs. Cancer initiative.



playmaker

th
e 19



playmaker

th
e 20

As we neAr the end of Another AcAdemic yeAr, one cAn’t 
help but look bAck At All of the Athletic teAms’ Accom-
plishments on And off the field.  severAl Athletic teAms 
mAde greAt strides And rAised A significAnt Amount of 
money for oswego stAte’s coAches vs. cAncer initiAtive.

CoaChes vs. 
CanCer

$40,000

“It was a great year. I’m really 
proud of all of the kids and look 
forward to coordinating more 
events in the future.”

A by-the-numbers 
look at how 
they’re helping

$29,000

$3,500

20

Amount raised by the athletic 
department for various charities 
throughout the year.

Amount raised for the St. Baldrick’s 
Foundation alone with Oswego’s an-
nual head-shaving benefit.

Amount raised during Men’s 
Lacrosse’s Green, Gold and Pink 
scrimmage for breast cancer in 
2008.

Different events from September to 
April of this year sponsored by the 
athletic department’s Coaches vs. 
Cancer initiative.

Dan Witmer, Community Service Event Coordinator

Daniel Witmer, former Oswego 
State men’s lacrosse coach, is the 
coordinator of all community service 
projects done by the school’s athletic 
teams.

“The Coaches vs. Cancer initiative 
is part of the American Cancer Soci-
ety,” Witmer said.  “In the fall of 2008, 
the men’s lacrosse team did an inter-
squad game during parent’s weekend 
to benefit Coaches vs. Cancer.”

Witmer said he challenged 
his team to raise $100 per 
player. The team raised $3,500 
during what they called the 
Green, Gold and Pink game.

“The kids just had a blast 
with it,” Witmer said.  “We 
lined the field with pink paint 
instead of white, the players 
dyed the heads of their sticks pink, 
wore pink shoelaces and some even 
dyed their socks pink.”

The team continued to play the 
game for two years after that, while 
Witmer was still the coach.  He said 
his team was the first in Central New 
York to hold a benefit for Coaches vs. 
Cancer.

Two days after the Green, Gold 
and Pink game, Witmer said members 
of the men’s ice hockey team partici-
pated as guest members of the Breast 
Cancer Zumbathon to benefit the 
Susan G. Komen Foundation.  After 
dancing for the cure, the team raised 
$1,150 to donate to the foundation.

When most people in the area 
think of Coaches vs. Cancer, they think 
of basketball because of Syracuse 
men’s basketball coach Jim Boeheim’s 
involvement with the program.  Wit-
mer said the Oswego State basketball 
teams also participated.

“For certain games, the coaches 
wore sneakers instead of their dress 
shoes to raise cancer awareness,” Wit-
mer said.

This year, the benefits kept rolling 
right along.  

“We held at least 20 different 
events from September to April to ben-
efit different charities,” Witmer said.  

In November, the volleyball team 
hosted an open tournament after their 
season ended to raise money for two 
local cancer patients and their fami-
lies.  The tournament raised more than 
$1,500 for the families.

A summary of all of the year’s ser-
vice events provided by Witmer said 
that the wrestling team held a “Take-
down Cancer” event in December dur-
ing its match against nationally-ranked 

Ithaca College.  Team members raised 
money in the community and sold 
“Takedown Cancer” T-shirts during 
the match.  The team donated $1,530 to 
the Adam Frey Foundation, named for 
a former Cornell wrestler who died of 
cancer in 2009.

In the biggest fundraising event 
of the year, members of four differ-
ent Laker teams (men’s hockey, men’s 
tennis, men’s lacrosse and men’s 
soccer) collected money to shave their 
heads for the St. Baldrick’s Founda-
tion.  More than 80 people shaved their 
heads for the event and raised a record 
$29,000 dollars.

“I started the event about five 
years ago with the lacrosse team,” 
Witmer said.  “I never tried to force the 
team to do it.  I always left it up to the 
captains and let them decide with their 
teammates if they wanted to partici-
pate, and they have done it for the past 
four years after we started.”

In all, the athletics department 
raised at least $40,000 for various 
cancer-related charities throughout the 
school year, with no signs of slowing 
down in the future.

“It was a great year,” Witmer said. 
“I‘m really proud of all of the kids and 
look forward to coordinating more 
events in the future.”


